Will A.A. help me financially?

Many alcoholics, by the time they turn to A.A. for help with their drinking
problems, have also accumulated substantial financial problems. Not
unnaturally, some may cherish the hope that A.A. may in some way be
able to help them with more pressing financial obligations. Very early in
A.A. experience as a society, it was discovered that money or the lack of
it had nothing to do with the newcomer’s ability to achieve sobriety and
work his or her way out of the many problems that had been complicated
by excessive use of alcohol. The absence of money — even with a heavy
burden of debts — seemed to prove no hindrance to the alcoholic who
honestly and sincerely wanted to face up to the realities of a life without
alcohol. Once the big problem of alcohol had been cleared away, the
other problems, including those related to finances, seemed to work out,
too. Some A.A.s have made sensational financial comebacks in relatively
brief periods. For others, the road has been hard and long. The basic
answer to this question is that A.A. exists for just one purpose, and that
purpose is in no way related to material prosperity or the lack thereof.
There is nothing to prevent any member of a group from staking a
newcomer to a meal, a suit of clothes, or even a cash loan. That is a
matter for individual decision and discretion. It would, however, be
misleading if an alcoholic gets the impression that A.A. is any sort of
moneyed charity organization.



